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Press release 
 
In technical terms, surface modeling is a mathematical technique for representing solid looking 

objects. To render a form, digitally or otherwise, into a semblance of something tangible, a believable, 

livable reality needs to be produced. Beatriz Colomina’s provocation—that today the bed has become 

the prime place of productive engagement—can be understood as a spatial question; Surface 

Modeling, featuring the work of Jon Rafman, Jeremy Shaw and Britta Thie, strips the bed down to its 

most elemental: a raised, multipurpose horizontal surface. That more and more people are working 

from their beds, a fact that Colomina cites, could be understood as symptomatic of the flattening and 

collapsing of our social, professional, and personal spheres, a condition familiar to those in the 

information economy. But perhaps the bed, or horizontal surface, has always been a multipurpose 

place of production. In Japan, the tatami mat is a floor covering that allows for dining, working, 

entertaining, and sleeping since at least the 17th century. 

Each of the three artist’s work provides a different interpretation of the productive surface. On a 

mattress, we play video games, exploring new places; we take drugs to break free from our senses; 

we take photographs of ourselves, then broadcast them to our friends. One produces space, another a 

mode of escape, and the last produces the self. These are the methods in which we produce our 

reality, and in which we model the surfaces around us until they become real. 

 
Carson Chan (*1980) is an architecture writer and curator. After working at Barkow Leibinger Architects and the 

Neue Nationalgalerie's architecture exhibitions department in Berlin, he founded PROGRAM in 2006, a non-

commercial initiative for art and architecture collaborations. His writing on art, architecture and contemporary 

culture appears in books and periodicals worldwide, including Kaleidoscope, where he is a contributing editor, 

and 032c (Berlin), where he is editor-at-large. Furthermore Chan is an active advisor to several cultural 

institutions including DLD (Munich), Europan, and the Premio Furla - a biennial prize given to the most promising 

emerging artists in Italy. With Nadim Samman, Chan curated the 4th Marrakech Biennale 2012, presenting newly 

commissioned works by more than 40 artists, architects, writers, musicians and composers at 5 locations 

throughout the city. Chan was Executive Curator at the Biennial of the Americas 2013, in Denver, Colorado.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact Kerstin Engholm under office@kerstinengholm.com or 
0043 1 585 7337 for further informations. 

 


