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press text

The Engholm Engelhorn Galerie is pleased to announce the solo show it is cold outside — | know" by
Berlin based artist Hendrik Krawen

The painter, born 1963 in Libeck, developed over the last years an artistic position, which creates
independent and surprising pictorial spaces through an alternation of reduction, unveiled construction
of the picture elements and an emphasised monochrome chromaticity, respectively colour gradients.
Thereby he investigates consequently the question, what aesthetic effects occur, when the bottom line
of the painting and the horizon of the constituted pictorial space coincide.

Even in a small format, the tankship of “Westmann / blau” (2008), perhaps shown in the perspective of
a swimmer, becomes an enormous construction, which floats with others into the unlimited wideness
of the blue heaven.

Here the viewer can get a link to romantic landscape paintings, if he remembers the Schiffsausfahrten
by Caspar David Friedrich (radicalised through the extreme low horizon), in other works, like “14.90”
(2008) monochrome shadows of advertisement panels, street lights and persons create cityscapes.
The viewer has to determine the visual location out of the different hints by himself, of which he
constructs and interprets those pictorial spaces. The painter Hendrik Krawen establishes hereby signal
systems of visual markers, which, even if reduced out of aesthetical reasons, still allow a concrete
memory of the buildings, which are wrapped with advertisements (among other things the
advertisement campaigns of H&M), of the fonts, logos and the inhabitants of today’s urban spaces.
The pictured figures are not only simple shadows- on closer examination, they still show individual
characteristics of painting.

This effect is part of the concept, as the single picture elements base upon templates of the picture
archive of the artist in Berlin — private photographs and press cuttins, which recur in the different works
in modified forms and proportions.

To what extent the artist pushes the process of reduction and combination of such templates in his
work, can be comprehended in the exhibition through the individual paintings (made between 2007
and 2009).

Please do not hesitate to contact for further information Kerstin Engholm under +43 1 585 7337.
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Hendrik Krawen
der neue Morgen
2007

120 x 240 cm

Ol auf Leinwand
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Hendrik Krawen

Silhouette Nr.23 / die Flamencotanzerin
2008

23,5x47,5cm

Ol a.Holz

Hendrik Krawen
Westman / blau
2008

60 x 110 cm

Ol auf .Leinwand
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Hendrik Krawen
Ciao

2009

120 x 190 cm

Ol auf Leinwand

Hendrik Krawen
Ciao

2008

100 x 140 cm

Ol auf Leinwand
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